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are creating a shift in the way they 
view themselves and the way they are 
viewed by others. 

Representatives of the What If Orga-
nization, founders of the Possibility 
Generation, and their peers are here 
today to share in the creation of new 
possibilities for generations to come. 

As I read the Possibility Generation, 
written by these young people. 

‘‘The Possibility Generation Procla-
mation: 

We, the youth and leaders of the fu-
ture, hereby proclaim our self-fulfilling 
right to choose our name, to be ac-
countable for how we are perceived, 
and to be responsible for the manner in 
which we relate to ourselves and oth-
ers. 

We are shaping our future by naming 
ourselves the Possibility Generation, a 
name consistent with the future we are 
creating. We are actively forming the 
Possibility Generation by taking own-
ership of the future today. We know 
through our own initiative we can de-
sign our lives and future, building on 
the knowledge and experiences from 
previous generations. 

We willingly seek partnership in cre-
ating our future based on the recogni-
tion of our unlimited possibilities and 
what we can accomplish by virtue of 
our strengths, our openness, our quest 
to explore uncharted territory, our 
willingness to accept and to be proud of 
who we are, and our ability to accept 
others for who they are. 

We commit to being a model for the 
generations to follow, thus creating a 
future for our children and providing a 
choice to lead a life by a path of self-
determination and celebration. We 
commit to creating a world that ac-
cepts all people and provides an equal 
right to explore given potential. In so 
doing, we become the possibility of 
goodness, peace, and humanitarianism 
for all. 

We, the members of the Possibility 
Generation, pledge to each live our pos-
sibilities in the manner that will em-
power us as individuals and thus posi-
tively influence society as a whole.’’ 

I am delighted, Mr. Speaker, to host 
this group of fine young people in 
Washington today, where they will 
meet leaders from our Congress and 
from the administration, and wish 
them well as they take on these glo-
rious endeavors.

f 

NATIONAL SMALL BUSINESS 
WEEK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 19, 1999, the gentleman from Colo-
rado (Mr. TANCREDO) is recognized dur-
ing morning hour debates for 23⁄4 min-
utes. 

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday marked the beginning of Na-
tional Small Business Week. With over 
117,000 small businesses in Colorado, 

not to mention the 184,000 self-em-
ployed individuals, small businesses 
have become the backbone of our ro-
bust economy. 

It is imperative that we continue to 
foster the growth of small businesses in 
America by reducing and eliminating 
many of the burdensome regulations 
the Federal government imposes on 
them, such as those put out by OSHA 
that cost small business millions of 
dollars each year. 

Congress should also heed the calls of 
businessmen and women throughout 
the Nation and eliminate the death 
tax, which would allow more small 
businesses to be passed on from one 
generation to another, and continue to 
pass laws allowing small businesses to 
increase retirement benefits for them-
selves and their employees. 

Earlier this year, the House passed 
four small business bills to reduce pa-
perwork requirements and limit liabil-
ity. I urge my colleagues in the Senate 
to pass this legislation. 

I hope my colleagues will join me 
this week in thanking America’s small 
businesses for their efforts in making 
America the leader in the world’s econ-
omy. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess until 10 a.m. 

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 41 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess 
until 10 a.m.

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. EWING) at 10 a.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Lord God of the ages, You love each 
of us in singular fashion. You deal with 
us justly. In differing ways, You draw 
us to Yourself to achieve Your own 
purpose. 

Those who have only tasted Your 
goodness, O Lord, are like newborn in-
fants longing for pure spiritual milk. 
Those who have been cut out by Your 
Word and hewed by Your spirit are like 
living stones being built into a spir-
itual house, called to be a holy priest-
hood offering spiritual sacrifice accept-
able to God. 

Those wholly animated by Your Spir-
it are like branches on a vine, one in 
life, one in activity, one in producing 
lasting fruits. 

Help us this day to achieve Your holy 
will by setting aside all selfish gain. 
Make us Your instrument of peace and 
justice that our faith in You may not 

bring us shame but give You alone the 
glory now and forever. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. TERRY) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. TERRY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f 

PAYING DOWN THE DEBT 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, in 1981, 
while the Nation celebrated the 200th 
anniversary of the British surrender at 
Yorktown, President Reagan joked 
that ‘‘our enemy is no longer Red 
Coats, but red ink.’’ 

For 40 long years, this country sank 
deeper and deeper into debt. Congress 
seemed addicted to spending money on 
every project imaginable. But never 
during the 8 years of Reagan’s presi-
dency did the Congress ever send him a 
balanced budget, not once. 

Never during the Carter, Ford, or 
Nixon administrations did the Demo-
cratic Congress ever send the President 
a balanced budget, nor during the Bush 
administration. 

The same was true the first 2 years 
that President Clinton enjoyed one-
party rule in this town, no balanced 
budget. 

The Constitution clearly states that 
only Congress can appropriate money 
for spending. Within 3 years of taking 
over Congress, the Republicans not 
only balanced the budget but also 
began paying down the debt. 

For decades, the other side had the 
chance to balance the budget but never 
did. The Republican Congress did it, 
and now we are reaping the rewards. 

f 

PERMANENT NORMAL TRADE 
RELATIONS WITH CHINA 

(Mr. ROEMER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROEMER. Mr. Speaker, we cast a 
lot of votes in this body that are often-
times quickly forgotten, but tomorrow 
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